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history that are still to be found in the Arab chronicles (such as those of Ya'qubl,
Ibn Quteiba, Eutychius, Dlnawarl, Tabari, Hamza of Ispahan, Mas'udi, Ta'alibi,
and Biruni) and in the Persian (the Shahna'meh of FirdausI, the Farsnameh, and the
Mujmilu't-tawarlkh). A short Pahlavi historical romance, of which the text survives,
the Karnamagh ('Book of Great Deeds') of Ardashir Pabhagan, is a mixture of
historical fact and older legends, among which several features of the legendary
history of Cyrus the Great are recognizable. Nearly all the details of the political and
organizing work of Ardashir supplied by our Persian and Arab sources derive from
Pahlavi works of the sixth century; these really describe institutions in the time of
Chosroes I, but try to enhance their credit by attributing them to the founder of the
dynasty; see A. Christensen, Les gestes des rots dans les traditions de Fir an antique,
Paris, 1936, chap. in.
E.  Inscriptions: Coins: Seals
(a)  Inscriptions
Some of the investiture-reliefs (e.g. those of Ardashir I, of Shapur I, and that of
Vahram I which Narses annexed) bear inscriptions indicating only the name, the
titles, and the genealogy of the king.
Inscriptions cited in the chapter:
SH. SHAP. A bilingual inscription (in Sassanid Pahlavi and Arsacid Pahlavi) on a
monument erected at Shapur in honour of Shapur I, found by R. Ghirshman
in the French excavations of 1935-6. It furnishes important chronological
details, fixing the date of the accession of Ardashir I to the throne of Persis, that
of his coronation as Great King of Iran, and that of the coronation of Shapur I.
A description of it by R. Ghirshman, with some remarks by A. Christensen,
will be found in the Rev. des arts asiat. x, 1936, pp. 123-9.
HJB. A bilingual inscription of Shapur I at Hajiabad. It gives an account of how the
Great King shot an arrow in front of a solemn gathering of the notables of the
empire. It was first published on pages 83-4 of Westergaard's edition of the
Bundahishn (Bundekesh, liber fehlevicus), Havniae, 1851; text and translation
in E. Herzfeld, Paikuli, pp. 87-9.
KB. Z. An inscription containing 34 long lines in Sassanid Pahlavi, carved at the foot
of the building called the cKa*ba of Zoroaster,' which lies in front of the cliffs
of Naqsh-e-Rostam in Persis. It was discovered, deep in the sand, by the
expedition sent out by the Chicago Oriental Institute, in 1936, headed by
Erich F. Schmidt. The first part of it, which is unfortunately seriously damaged,
contains a catalogue of towns and districts, above all in the western region of
the empire. The remainder gives an account of the institution of fires and the
presentation of offerings for the souls of a large number of royal personages, princes
and others, of both sexes; they are named with their titles, beginning with
Prince Sassan, Kings Pabhagh and Shapur of Persis, and the King of Kings
Ardashir I. M. Sprengling, of the University of Chicago, who has published
a preliminary report together with a provisional translation (Amer. Journ. of
Sem. Lang, and Lit. LIII, no. 2, January, 19 3 7), is inclined to date the composition
of it to the reign of Narses. In the opinion of the present writer, it should be
attributed to Shapur I; but any discussion of this topic would exceed the bounds
of this bibliography.
N. RJB. KRT. and N. RST. KRT. Two inscriptions, at Naqsh-e-Rajab and Naqsh-e-
Rostam respectively, in which the Mobadh Karter Hormizd gives an account of
his pious life and career of service to the empire under the reigns of Shapur I,
Hormizd I, Vahram I and Vahram II. Text and provisional translation in
Herzfeld, Paikulit pp. 89-93.